
Photoshop’s Filters 
 

Filters are used to change the appearance of an image, layer or selection in Photoshop.  

Using Filters from the Filter Gallery 

Photoshop’s Filter Gallery is basically a one-stop place for working with filters in your 

documents. In the Filter Gallery, you can browse through many different types of filters, 

apply them individually to your image, or even stack them on top of one another like you 

would with layers. You can get to the Filter Gallery by going to Filter > Filter Gallery. 

Here’s a quick overview of the Filter Gallery: 

 

Filter Gallery Interface 

A. Filter Preview 

B. Filter List (Note: You can show or hide this list by clicking the arrow icon to the top 

right of it) 

C. Currently Selected Filter 

D. Filter Options 

E. Effect Layers 

F. New / Delete Effect Layer 



Photoshop’s Filters 
 

The Filter Effect Layers work just like ordinary filters in Photoshop, and can be 

dragged and dropped on top of one another for desired results. 

Applying a filter from the gallery is very easy to do. Simply Click on a filter, adjust it’s 

options to your liking, and click OK to apply. To stack multiple filters on top of one 

another, just hit the New Effect Layer (‘F’ in diagram above), and select another filter. 

You can expand filter types by clicking the folders in the filter list. 

The Cutout Filter quickly transforms a photograph into an abstract piece of art. 

Blur Filters (Filter > Blur) 

 

The Lens Blur Filter makes it very easy to create a realistic lens blur effect in 

Photoshop. 

 

 

http://www.tutorial9.net/tutorials/photoshop-tutorials/photoshops-filters/
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Noise Filters (Filter > Noise) 

Noise Filters are great for adding, or reducing noise and grain in photographs. You 

may find filters such as the Reduce Noise Filter extremely useful if you work with old, 

damaged, or dusty photographs that need repair work done to them. The Add Noise 

Filter can also come in handy, and has some creative applications of its own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noise can easily be reduced with the Reduce Noise Filter in Photoshop. 

Sharpen Filters (Filter > Sharpen) 

The Sharpen Filters are also great for correcting imperfections in photographs, as well 

as putting emphasis on important elements in a design. When working with blurred 

images, a sharpen filter can be used to clarify and better define edges by increasing 

contrast between pixels. 

 

 

The Smart 

Sharpen Filter 

used to sharpen 

a photograph of 

a statue. 

 


